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Ours is a country steeped in filmmaking history. England’s  
wealth of diverse locations means that wherever you are filming in 
the country, you are never far from a site that can double for another 
city, another country or another period in time. With attractive tax 
breaks in place for film and high-end TV production, England has 
never been a more inviting place to shoot.

Creative England is the first port of call for productions looking to 
film in England, outside of London. Our Production Services team 
takes enquiries from international and domestic productions, large 
and small, all of whom have specific ideas and requirements in 
mind when it comes to finding that perfect location for their work. 

Based on the enquiries we receive, we have put this book together 
to showcase some of the most sought-after doubles in England. 
From Victorian streets to jungle backdrops, the English regions 
contain a breathtaking array of landscapes and moods. This wealth 
of locations, coupled with our local crews, facilities and first class 
infrastructure, means that England can accommodate productions  
of any size and ambition – which can help save productions time 
and money along the way. 

Working Title Films’ Les Misérables is a prime example of England 
doubling as somewhere completely different. Location Manager 
Camilla Stephenson said: 

Introducing a selection of filming location 
doubles found outside London

“People might be surprised to discover that only  
a tiny portion of our film was actually filmed in France. 
There are some fantastic locations to be found in our 
stunning English regions that worked perfectly for  
early 19th Century France.”

Working Title Films’ Les Misérables shot some scenes at Portsmouth Historic Dockyard
©Universal Pictures 
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Filming in  
England

©Creative England ©Pinewood Studios Ltd

Creative England’s database holds hundreds of doubles for 
American locations, from landmarks such as Ivy League campuses 
to mid-west landscapes and New England clapboard houses. 

Of course England has also doubled for mainland Europe  
in dozens of features, not least for Paris in Les Misérables and  
for Moscow in Paramount Pictures’ Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit. 
Our forests can match any across Europe, as Ridley Scott proved 
in Dreamworks’ Gladiator, while our log cabins and mountain lakes 
in Cumbria, North West England, have saved many filmmakers  
a trip to Canada.

But it’s not only foreign lands for which the English regions can 
double. If your story requires the teeming streets of London, then 
Liverpool in our North West, Birmingham in the West Midlands and 
Bristol in the South West can supply them. There are near doubles 
of Buckingham Palace across the country and even the Tower of 
London has its own twin in Dover Castle on the south coast. 

We’ve also got Victorian music halls, gothic streets, bustling 
London markets and sleek European architecture all over England 
from the northern edge to our south western tip. In this book we 
have put together a selection of some of our favourite location 
doubles – along with some hitherto undiscovered gems – to give 
a flavour of the rich variety and diversity of England’s cities and 
landscapes that are often used as doubles for the world.

So, while you might previously have pictured little rolling hills, 
thatched villages and winding rivers outside London, English 
landscapes are indeed more diverse than an episode of  
Downton Abbey might suggest.

©Paramount Pictures ©Universal Pictures

h  On set for Ruby 
Film's Dancing 
on the Edge, 
which used the 
West Midlands to 
double for London

v  Liverpool doubled 
for Moscow in 
Paramount's Jack 
Ryan: Shadow 
Recruit 

j  Pinewood Studios: 
Europe’s largest 
provider of stage 
and studio space

k  Snow White and 
the Huntsman, by 
Roth Films shot key 
scenes in Cumbria

England’s wealth of locations is 
matched by the spread of studios and 
build spaces across the country, ensuring 
that wherever you are shooting on location, 
there will be a world-class studio and 
post-production house nearby. 

warehouse which is ideal for build space. Further north is 
Manchester’s ever-evolving Sharp Project Studios. With five  
new, high-spec stages opening in 2014, this central hub will have 
over 100,000 sq ft available to TV and film production, along with 
a support infrastructure including construction workshops, prop 
stores, and flexible office space for short and long-term  
production rentals. 

In neighbouring Salford is MediaCityUK’s centrepiece,  
dock10 studios, one of Europe’s leading digital production venues 
and a favourite of the BBC, whilst Leeds is a production centre  
in England’s North East, and is home to a number of facilities 
including Prime Studios. Launched in 2012 - and offering full 
production, stage and post-production facilities - Prime Studios’ 
largest space at over 5,100 sq ft has proved a popular base for 
primetime UK TV dramas and independent feature films.

On the occasion that a studio cannot house a production’s  
scale of ambition, or when a unique setting is required, then one of 
England’s many build spaces can handle almost any brief. As with 
locations and crew, Creative England is on hand to provide the 
most up-to-date details of which spaces are available.

One such build space is Cardington Studios. A former RAF 
station used by Warner Bros. for some of its largest productions 
including The Dark Knight and Inception, this Grade II listed hangar 
is ideal for big projects. Offering extensive hardstanding, flexible 
infrastructure, vast production offices, workshop spaces and a 
15-acre backlot, the site measures an impressive 223,300sq ft 
and has a maximum height of 180ft.

World-class  
 facilities

England’s filming locations have never 
been in greater demand. During 2013, 800 
productions were shot across a combined 
6,000 days on location outside of London. 

This included over 900 days on 80 major features such as 
Philomena for BBC Films, Fox 2000 Pictures’ The Monuments Men 
and Warner Bros.’ Jupiter Ascending. There were also 75 TV dramas 
including Downton Abbey (Carnival Films), Last Tango in Halifax 
(Red Production Company) and Sherlock (Hartswood Films).

The net effect of all this activity was a £61.6 million investment 
from location spend in England’s regional economies, and a boost 
to England’s growing film tourism industry. 

Creative England’s Production Services team handles over 1,000 
enquiries a year with locations doubling for London and Victorian 
landscapes among those in greatest demand.

International productions often seek lookalikes for European  
or American locations and our expert team knows just where  
to find them. 

Creative England research has shown that bits of America 
crop up all over the country. Did you know, for example, that the 
1940s’ Brooklyn of Paramount Pictures’ Captain America was 
actually shot in Manchester, North West England? Or that there  
is a near exact replica of the White House in Essex, in the east  
of the country?

Spread across England, over 40 studios and practical build spaces, 
large and small can accommodate productions and suit budgets 
of every size.

Familiar to most, in England’s south eastern corner sits Elstree 
Studios, a facility that has produced over 1,600 feature films and 
television programmes since it was founded in 1926. The studio 
boasts seven stages and over 60,000 sq ft of space, including the 
famous George Lucas stage which measures among the tallest in 
Europe. Less than an hour’s drive from Elstree is the Pinewood 
Studios Group, Europe’s largest provider of stage and studio 
space that has accommodated productions of all sizes, from 
action blockbusters such as Eon Productions’ Skyfall to 
studio-dependent sci-fi epics such as Twentieth Century  
Fox’s Prometheus.

Studio facilities aren’t only found circling London, however.  
In Bristol is the South West’s largest dedicated studio space,  
The Bottle Yard. In addition to three production stages, workshops 
and wardrobe facilities, The Bottle Yard also boasts a 200,000 sq ft 
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At the beating heart of this network is Creative England,  
a national not-for-profit company that offers free and 
comprehensive production services to anyone working  
in England, outside of London. 

Our national team operates at a local level, with experienced 
staff on hand to help you at every stage of your production from 
inception to wrap. No matter what the query, we can help you find 
and access the industry’s finest locations and crew, liaise with local 
authorities, film offices, regional and national partners to gain 
filming permissions and facilitate a smooth shoot.

Recently, we helped producers of the award-winning 
Moonspun Productions’ The Selfish Giant gain access to  
a particularly challenging location in the North of England, 
winning over a previously hesitant local authority and liaising 
with residents on the ground to deliver a fantastic shoot.

The Lake District ©VisitEngland

Sage Gateshead ©VisitEngland, NewcastleGateshead Initiative

VisitEngland
Compact and epic, England’s rural majesty is synonymous with 
the twisty rocky crags, looming mountains and glistening waters  
of The Lake District. A place of breath-taking scenic beauty, this 
timeless backdrop has inspired artists and writers for centuries. 
Ancient stone walls crisscross a verdant landscape of Victorian 
market towns, remote hamlets and pure tranquillity. Place names 
like Dollywagon Pike, Rascal How and Bessyboot conjure a unique 
charm in the midst of England’s highest peaks.

This spellbinding landscape features an incredible array of 
luxury accommodation sitting harmoniously among the ancient 
stone circles, dipping dales and crystal clear rivers flowing down 
from the mountains. World class Michelin star restaurants with 
roaring open-hearths and lakeside views can be found in old 
coach houses and inns built from local stone hundreds of  
years ago. Continues on page 6 »

A truly distinct backdrop that offers unparalleled authenticity, 
unrivalled diversity and state of the art facilitation; England is 
not only a premier filming location – it’s often the place that 
inspires the stories being told. Rich in history and riddled with 
eccentric charm and an irrepressible character in every city, 
fishing village and field, the English landscape tells a story 
many thousands of years in the making.

©VisitEngland, Alex Hare

Filmmaking  
on your  
doorstep

A vast national 
network…  
all in one place

One of the major benefits of filming in 
England is the ease of travelling between 
its world-class studios, build spaces and 
the locations that surround them. 

x  Rye, East Sussex,  
which doubled for 
Germany in Fox’s  
The Monuments Men

Thanks to a network of major transport hubs situated around 
country – including international airports, railways and sprawling, 
high-speed road links – locations are easy to access and rarely 
more than a few hours’ drive away.

Located between Birmingham and Sheffield, East Midlands 
Airport schedules flights across North America, Europe and the 
East. Similarly, in the north, Manchester International has a list of 
destinations to rival London Heathrow. Further north still, arriving 
at Newcastle Airport will bring you to the brink of the Scottish 
borders, while anyone touching down at Exeter International in 
the South West of England is just a couple of hours from historic 
Cornwall and its unique locations. 

For domestic travel, national rail hubs in Birmingham, 
Manchester, Bristol and the South Coast can transport you across 
the country in less than four hours without ever leaving the ground. 

Between its network of facilities and transport links, the English 
regions are connected, flexible places for film and TV production 
that are well and truly open for business.

Location Manager, Jonathan Davies, said: 

“Without the support of Creative 
England, The Selfish Giant would not 
have been based and filmed in Bradford, 
or for that matter, Yorkshire. They provided  
a sound bridge between the production 
and the local authority to allow dialogue 
and constructive progress at a 
pre-production stage”

Our online locations database has over 10,000 registered shooting 
locations across the country and our crew and facilities database 
houses over 4,000 crew, facilities and studios and is searched  
on average 100 times every working day. 

The best filmmaking talent, crews, locations, services and 
networks have existed in England for decades. Now they’re just 
easier to find.
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Vibrant metropolitan cities like Newcastle are dotted along  
the country’s shoreline. In fact England’s iconic white cliffs are  
a dazzling canvas sitting in contrast to the colour, energy and 
palpable history on display. The country’s past and present 
continues to be shaped by the sea and its coast is an incredibly 
diverse mixture of heritage and unspoilt scenic beauty. 

Served by a busy ferry port, major road and rail networks and 
John Lennon international airport, Liverpool is a city bursting with 
character. Grand buildings line the Mersey next to a UNESCO 
World Heritage waterfront featuring the Tate Liverpool. 

In the south west, Bristol, another popular filming location, is a 
vivid coastal city as famous for its maritime and engineering history 
as it is for its street art. Dynamic and historic, the colourful city is 
home to the BBC’s world renowned Natural History Department. 

Along the South Coast, Portsmouth, Plymouth and 
Southampton are English port cities that have also played major 
roles in the history of the nation. These historic dockyards have 
launched fleets of warships and colossal cruise liners throughout 
the ages. They continue to provide docking for vast cargo ships; 
the colourful towers of shipping crates and enormous cranes a 
vivid reminder of the country’s perpetual link with the sea. 

The Royal Navy has had a presence in Portsmouth since 1194. 
Almost two thirds of its surface ships call the city home. Just to the 
north is Buckler’s Hard; a purpose-built 18th century ship building 
village perched on the banks of the Beaulieu River where time 
stands still. Many of Admiral Nelson’s most feared warships  
were launched from this now quiet spot at the edge of the 
beautiful New Forest National Park. 

The history of the English coast is unique in many other ways. 
Kitsch retro seaside charm can be found among the traditional 
coastal destinations featuring quaint Victorian piers and old 
fashioned promenades. Seaside holidays were first taken by  
the English as far back as 1626 in Scarborough which remains  
a charming and popular destination to this day. 

Sage Gateshead ©VisitEngland, NewcastleGateshead Initiative

Blackpool illuminations ©VisitEngland, VisitBlackpool

HMS Victory, one of the key attractions at Portsmouth Historic Dockyard  
©The National Museum of the Royal Navy

Bamburgh Castle ©VisitEngland, VisitNorthumberland

To the north east, following the path of Roman Emperor Hadrian’s 
Wall (begun in 122 AD) separating England from Scotland, lies 
Northumberland. The luscious countryside stretches out to a 
pristine coastline of golden beaches, windswept rocky ridges 
and medieval castles. 

Fans of Harry Potter will recognise Alnwick Castle, which has 
featured as Hogwarts in the franchise among other films. In fact, 
Northumberland has more castles than any other county in England, 
including the dramatic Grade 1 listed Bamburgh Castle, pictured 
above, perched defiantly on an outcrop of subvolcanic rock facing 
out to the North Sea. 

The county is also home to the medieval cathedral city of 
Durham, with a history of settlement dating back to 2000 BC.  
And just to the north is Newcastle-on-Tyne, a vivacious city with  
a mixture of Georgian architecture and modern buildings such  
as the Norman Foster designed Sage Gateshead sitting along 
the banks of the city’s famous Tyne River. 

Brighton, with its energetic nightlife, gourmet restaurants and 
boutique shops tucked away in the winding Lanes offers a mixture 
of both old and new – with the entrancing Royal Pavilion thrown  
in for good measure. 

On the North West coast, Blackpool is possibly the most 
recognisable of the traditional English seaside destinations.  
Still traversable by heritage tram, the famous seafront stretches 
out for over a mile and a half; the flashing neon Illuminations lining 
the route mixed with the electric energy of the pleasure beach 
creating a kaleidoscopic whirl of colour and sound. 

The old fishing town of Whitby on the Yorkshire coast complete 
with its haunting Abbey ruins and winding cobbled streets was 
the place where Bram Stoker sat down to pen Dracula. 

A short drive from London, Dungeness, in Kent, is a bewitchingly 
evocative place. Along with the traditional facets of many English 
coastal destinations, the area features desolate swathes of land, 
abandoned industrial structures, wooden houses, power stations, 
gravel pits and lighthouses. It has been used heavily as a location 
in film and television, with flagship BBC programmes such as 
Doctor Who regularly shooting in the area. 

Stretches of soft golden sands, an infinite number of secret 
coves, inlets and rugged cliff tops with bright yellow gorse 
characterise the beauty of England’s wild convergence  
with the sea. 

Cornwall has long inspired some of the world’s most famous 
writers. The county abounds with history, wildlife and a sense  
of remoteness yet is easily accessed by rail and road. Charming 
fishing villages nestled within the twisting turns of cliffs plunging 
down into the turquoise sea create a location like nowhere else.

You’ll also find a treasure trove of luxury five star boutique 
hotels and spas. Some of the freshest and most expertly prepared 

Dungeness, Kent ©adam1481

seafood is served along the Cornish coast. Padstow is home  
to many of Rick Stein’s restaurants. The world-famous chef has 
also set up a cookery school in the chic historic fishing port. 

The Jurassic Coast is a UNESCO natural World Heritage  
site that stretches along 95 miles of coastline from East Devon  
to Dorset. 185 million years of Earth’s geological history is visible  
in the spectacular rock formations brilliantly lining the pastoral 
splendour of these two counties set against the sparkling  
waters of the English Channel. 

England’s timeless beauty is also evident further inland. The rustic 
charm of the English countryside is an exquisite mixture of the 
ancient and the opulent. Neolithic architecture such as Stonehenge, 
gigantic figures cut into the chalk hillsides and Iron Age forts 
generate an inimitable air of myth and legend. 

Classic examples of England’s singular appeal are Oxford and 
Cambridge, the oldest and most famous university towns on the 

Rooftop pool at the Thermae Spa Bath ©VisitEngland, Bath Tourism Plus, C Hawkins

Durdle Door on Dorset’s Jurassic Coast ©VisitEngland, VisitDorset

planet. With their golden colleges, each with its own distinctive 
architecture and history, the cities are incomparable locations. 

The UNESCO World Heritage City of Bath, with its elegant 
Georgian streets and thousands of years of history exudes an  
air of charisma and timelessness. The city has long been a leisure 
destination due to its hot thermal spring, the only one of its kind  
in the UK. First the Celts then Romans bathed in the mineral rich 
waters, building an incredible Roman Baths around them.  
Much of the City’s Roman history is visible today. Visitors can 
luxuriate in the naturally heated waters in the Bath Thermae 
Spring, watching the sun set over the city that inspired novelist 
Jane Austen from the rooftop pool, pictured below. 

Just to the North of this historic city in the south west are the 
Cotswolds. Designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
the region stretches out over 90 glorious miles of idyllic rural 
tranquillity. The Cotswolds encapsulates the quaint old world 
charm of English countryside. Picturesque villages with 
honey-coloured cottages and thatched roofs dot winding roads 
and village greens. Luxury accommodation is easy to find as  
is access to a range of traditional English country pursuits  
from fly-fishing to horse racing. 

England’s gently undulating fields also play host to resplendent 
manor houses, the expertly manicured gardens of which have 
grown with the landscape over hundreds of years. The globally 
popular Downton Abbey is filmed at Highclere Castle, one of 
many matchless English estates, castles and palaces serving as 
enduringly appealing backdrops populating screens world-wide. 

Inspiration ripples across this incredibly diverse landscape  
of exciting metropolitan hubs at the cutting edge of culture and 
fashion and back through the ages, swirling through ancient 
forests and around crumbling abbey ruins. Every part is accessible 
every part has a story to tell. First class accommodation can be 
found throughout with an astonishing array of unique activities, 
sights and experiences awaiting each guest. 

To discover more head to www.VisitEngland.com/film

VisitEngland is the official tourist board for England. We know 
and love the country. It is our mission to ensure that every guest, 
be they holidaymaker or filmmaker, gets the very most out of  
their stay.



Leeds Industrial Museum  
doubles for a Victorian Mill©Phil Witcomb
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England’s colourful history means we have a wealth of period 
architecture across the land from the earliest timber-framed dwellings  
to the latest sustainable design. But with literary adaptations constantly  
in demand for both big and small screen, it is the Victorian period that  
we get asked for most frequently. As filming on location is often a more 
attractive option than building a set, we are always striving to ensure our 
database of historical locations is being updated with fresh and diverse 
images. From stately homes and churches to mills, libraries and schools, 
England’s regions are packed with architectural gems from the industrial 
revolution, all within easy reach of a production hub. We’ve gathered some 
well-known sites and some less familiar locations to give a flavour of the 
best of the Victorian era that’s available in England.

Victorian

v  The highly decorative 
tiles and mosaic floors 
from the stairwell  
of the Victoria Baths, 
Manchester 

k  The neo gothic exterior 
and courtyard of 
Manchester Town Hall

Mally Chung, Location Manager on the 2009  
feature film, Sherlock Holmes (Warner Bros.):

“Manchester Town Hall is 
quite an easy choice to double for 
the Houses of Parliament. With its 
vaulted ceilings and spiral stone 
staircases - not forgetting the 
cobbled courtyard - it would  
be quite a challenge to build  
a studio set to match its scale  
and grandeur.

“There’s some other fantastic 
architecture in Manchester’s 
Northern Quarter offering scope 
for Victorian doubles making it  
a must-see filming location for 
shooting period drama. In addition 
to all this, the incredible service 
from Creative England’s regional 
Production Services Department 
is just the icing on the cake!”

©Mark Payne
©Ian Lawson



Smugglers Tunnel, 
Teignmouth, Devon©Joe Daniel Price Photography
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©National Trust Images, Andrew Butler

©VisitStoke

h  Gladstone Courtyard, Stoke

j  (top) Quarry Bank Mill, 
Wilmslow, Cheshire

j  Ropery Buildings at the Historic 
Dockyard Chatham, Kent

k  Back to Backs, Birmingham
©National Trust Images, Robert Morris 

©Thomas Cogley
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In almost every village, town and city of England you’ll find 
examples of vivid Victoriana. Saltaire in Yorkshire remains  
a UNESCO World Heritage Site sealed in the 19th Century. 
Liverpool and Manchester retain incredible examples of grand 
Victorian architecture in their iconic city centre buildings while 
Brighton has an elegant Victorian promenade. Lancaster Railway 
Station first officially opened on 21 September 1846 is a great 
representation of sober nineteenth century design in miniature 
and the striking interiors of many classic Victorian buildings 
found in Birmingham’s city centre also offer filmmakers a level  
of authenticity found nowhere else in the world. 

www.VisitEngland.com/film

©City Varieties Music Hall, Tony O'Connell

v  The rich interior of the City 
Varieties Music Hall, Leeds

h  (top) Cromer Pier, Norfolk

h  Malt Cross Cafe, Nottingham

©VisitEngland, Diana Jarvis

©VisitEngland, Iain Lewis
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h  The Victorian embellished 
Roman Baths, Bath

b  (top) The Reading Room,  
Wells Cathedral Library  
and Archives, Somerset

b  Norwich Royal Arcade, Norfolk

v  Tyntesfield, a spectacular 
Victorian gothic revival  
house in North Somerset

©National Trust Images, Andrew Butler

©VisitEngland, Iain Lewis

©VisitEngland, Iain Lewis

©VisitEngland, Bath Tourism Plus, C Hawkins



England
Teignmouth in Devon doubles  
for London back streets©Joe Daniel Price Photography

London



22

London is a city with few equals. Many dramas are set in the capital  
but not necessarily filmed there, and doubles for its bustling streets, 
elegant squares and imposing monuments can be found all across 
England. In recent productions, London has cropped up in Bristol, Leeds 
and Hull, whilst Manchester and Buckinghamshire have provided twins 
for some of our most well-known state buildings. Pathé’s The Iron Lady 
and The Weinstein Company’s The King’s Speech, both found their ideal 
locations far from the capital. A network of high-speed rail, road and airport 
links make England’s cities swift and easy to access. Creative England’s 
network of Film-friendly Partners ensure permissions are handled 
quickly and efficiently, and budgets stretched further. 

London
k  Hedsor House in 

Buckinghamshire 
doubles as the Cabinet 
Room in Downing Street

v  Grey Street, Newcastle

x  Salford Quays, 
Manchester

©Kevin Radcliffe

©MediaCityUK
©Nick Shephard



Reynolds Street, 
Liverpool

Julia Stannard, Producer, The Great Train Robbery  
(World Productions):

“I am happy to say that World 
Productions had a really positive 
experience filming in Yorkshire. 
Recreating the 1963 Great Train 
Robbery and finding locations 
believable as London in the early 
60s was a major challenge, but 
we were able to schedule all 
principal photography within the 
county. We also received terrific 
support from Creative England in 
terms of sourcing local crew and 
production resources. I look 
forward to the next opportunity  
to bring a show to Yorkshire.”

©Paul McMullin
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v  Margaret Street, 
Birmingham

k  Victoria Square, 
Birmingham

l  Colmore Row, 
Birmingham

l  (bottom) North Church 
Side, Hull

©Carl Hodgson
©Carl Hodgson

©Carl Hodgson

©Carl Hodgson
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Echoes of London’s stylistic topography are found around the 
world. Yet no place comes quite so close to mirroring, or indeed 
influencing, this important city as England itself. Birmingham, 
Nottingham, Leeds and Manchester all have grand squares 
indicative of the capital. The backwaters of the Fowey estuary  
in Cornwall are reminiscent of the Thames of an era gone by  
while the crooked cobbled alleyways of York invoke images  
of Jack the Ripper. Bristol’s Stokes Croft was one of the first  
cities in the UK to celebrate colourful street art, now so 
indicative of London’s contemporary East End. 

www.VisitEngland.com/film

Andy Eliot, Location Manager on the third series  
of Sherlock (Hartswood Films):

“For the third series of 
Sherlock, we were looking for 
somewhere with London’s scale 
and architecture but handy for our 
production base in Cardiff. It was 
great to find everything we needed 
in Bristol, just across the Bristol 
Channel. That’s what’s so great 
about filming in the regions: you 
don’t have to look too far afield  
to find exactly the location you 
are after. Bristol proved a great 
double for London, which is  
why we used it throughout  
the third series.”

©English Heritage

©Ian Lawson 
©Carl Hodgson

j  Dover Castle, Kent

k  The neo-gothic corridors 
of Manchester Town Hall

x  Spinningfields, 
Manchester
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Of course, England’s diverse landscape would mean 
nothing to the film and TV industry without an effective 
and efficient infrastructure. England is a well-connected 
country, all corners being accessible by road, rail or air 
and well catered for in terms of flexible studios, build 
space and other supporting facilities, services and crew. 
But that’s not all. Creative England’s comprehensive 
production liaison and locations service ensures 
everything you need for a trouble-free shoot is at  
your fingertips.

Gordale Scar, Malham,  
North Yorkshire 
 ©Phil Witcomb



 From cityscape to deserted coastline. 
From lush green valleys to unique stately 
homes. Via road, rail and air. All within 
five hours of London. Welcome to our 
well-connected, green and pleasant land.

Key
 International Airports

BHX Birmingham  
BOH Bournemouth 
BRS Bristol 
EMA East Midlands 
EXT Exeter 
LGW Gatwick 
LHR Heathrow 
LBA Leeds-Bradford 
LPL Liverpool John Lennon 
LCY London City 
STN London Stansted 
LTN Luton 
MAN Manchester 
NCL Newcastle 
DSA Robin Hood, Sheffield 
SOU Southampton

  Major Railway Stations

  Major Railway Lines

  Major Roads

 Studio Spaces

A Black Hangar Studios 
B The Bottle Yard Studios 
C dock10 Studios 
D Elstree Studios 
E Epic Studios 
F Longcross Film Studios 
G Maidstone Studios 
H The North Light Film Studios 
I Nottingham University Studios 
J The Pie Factory Studios 
K Pinewood Studios Group 
L Shepperton 
M Prime Studios 
N The Sharp Project Studios 
O Studio81 
P The Underwater Studio 
Q Warner Bros. Studios Leavesden

200 miles
(Rail: 2.5hrs / Road: 3.5hrs) 

300 miles
(Rail: 3.5hrs / Road: 4.5hrs) 

100 miles
(Rail: 2hrs / Road: 2.5hrs) 

Planning your production.
Approx time and distance 
from London
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Prior Park Landscape  
Gardens, Bath
©VisitEngland, Bath Tourism Plus

Creative England’s  
Production Services team 
Our team of industry experts, located across the 
country, are able to assist with all aspects of your 
production. So whether you’re at scouting stage,  
in studio or on location, Creative England’s team is 
on hand every step of the way to ensure everything 
runs smoothly. Our support ranges from putting you 
in touch with regional crews, facilities and studios 
to sourcing locations and facilitating filming 
permissions and access to regional infrastructure. 
Our services are all completely free to productions 
to access and use. 

Locations, crew  
and facilities database 
Creative England hosts a database of over 10,000 
filming locations. Our national crew and facilities 
database lists more than 4,000 crew, facility and 
production companies and is searched over 100 
times a day. From runners to rain machines, health 
and safety advisers to hairdressers and barbers, 
our site can help you find whatever you need, 
whatever stage you are at with your shoot. Talk to 
our Production Services team about your needs  
and they can connect you with locations and  
crew across England. 

Studios and build space 
England boasts some of the most famous sound 
stages in the world including Pinewood’s 007 Stage 
– the largest in Europe. It also has a network of 
well-established regional studios, as well as 
cost-effective hidden gems and frequently-used 
build space. The various complexes offer a range  
of stage sizes, specialist water tanks and underwater 
stages, and excellent support services to meet  
the needs of any production. The studios are 
conveniently located in and around major cities 
with good crew bases and are served by excellent 
international and domestic transport links. Our main 
studios are shown on the map overleaf. 

Film Friendly Partnerships 
Over the past two years we have put in place Film 
Friendly Partnerships with all 290 local authorities 
in England outside of London. Working with public 
and private sector partners, including local 
authorities and council-funded film offices,  
these partnerships are working to establish the 
co-operation of local authorities and a clear policy 
of support for film and TV production to ensure  
a film friendly welcome to production and  
a stress-free shoot. 

Supporting your production



England

Europe

Dorset’s Portland Bill doubles  
for the Scandinavian coast©Joe Daniel Price Photography
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With competitive tax breaks for film and high-end TV production, 
England is one of the most attractive places to shoot in the world.  
Our rolling hills and white cliffs are easily identifiable as English 
countryside, but look a little further and other European landscapes 
start to take shape. National parks in Cumbria hide Scandinavian 
mountains and lakes and Canadian log cabins, while our southern 
countryside boasts Dutch marshes, French lavender fields and rugged 
Bavarian forests. Our airports have doubled for France in Columbia 
Pictures’ The Da Vinci Code, our city streets for Moscow in Paramount 
Pictures’ Jack Ryan and our countryside for entire European battlefields 
in Dreamworks’ Gladiator. The regions are also home to the professional 
crews who can bring these productions to life. Creative England’s  
crew and facilities database will meet your need for everything  
from security to First AD; dog handlers to grips.

Europe

v  Bata Factory, East 
Tilbury, Essex

k  The cobbled streets 
of Little Germany, 
Bradford

Chris Moore, Location Manager on Fox 2000 Pictures’  
The Monuments Men: 

“With some art department magic, 
The Monuments Men swapped the 
south of England for France and 
Germany. The Buckinghamshire 
countryside made a perfect double 
for France and the stunning medieval 
architecture of Rye worked well for a 
German Market town. The support we 
were offered by Creative England and 
the local councils made the filming of 
complex scenes straightforward and 
hassle free.”

©Iain Aitch
©Bradford UNESCO City of Film



k  Colourful houses in 
Cliftonwood, Bristol

k  (far right) The Boulevard, 
Leeds Dock, Leeds

x  Lavender fields in Kent

©Tim Gartside Photography

©Maurice van der Velden ©Carl Hodgson

England’s appearance has been subject to hundreds of years of 
historical interaction with Europe. Everyone from the Celts to the 
Romans and Normans have left their mark right the way through 
to the mirroring of contemporary Scandinavian design. You can 
even see vivid examples of a much earlier Scandinavian influence 
at York, formerly Jorvik, capital of much of England after a series 
of Viking invasions in the 9th century. 

The Norfolk Broads, with windmills spinning away under 
endless skies shares much in common with the Low Countries, 
while England has a combined tally of at least 100 Michelin stars 
spread throughout the land, marking its restaurants out as some 
of the top culinary destinations in Europe. 

www.VisitEngland.com/film
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©VisitEngland, VisitPortsmouth

©Carl Hodgson

©VisitEngland, Chatsworth House Trust

©VisitEngland, Iain Lewis

h  The richly decorated 
Painted Hall at 
Chatsworth House  
in Derbyshire

k  View across the lake 
from the Loggia at 
Hever Castle, Kent

b  (top) Bristol Cathedral 
and College Green, 
Bristol

b  Victoria Square, 
Birmingham

v  Portsmouth Cathedral, 
Hampshire

©Hever Castle & Gardens
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h  Cley Marshes, 
Norfolk

v  Waddesdon 
Manor, 
Buckinghamshire

j  (top) Snape 
Maltings, Suffolk

j  Boughton House, 
Northamptonshire

k  Pulteney Bridge  
and Weir, Bath

©VisitEngland, Bath Tourism Plus, C Hawkins©National Trust Images, Stuart Bebb

©VisitEngland, Snape Maltings

©Buccleuch

©VisitEngland, Iain Lewis



England
Manchester’s Northern Quarter  
doubles for Brooklyn, New York

America

©Carl Hodgson
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England’s industrial heritage has given our cities the warehouses, docks 
and networks of alleys often associated with downtown New York. In fact, 
England has doubled for America in many productions. In Paramount 
Pictures’ Captain America, 1940s Brooklyn was shot in Manchester, whilst 
Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit (also Paramount Pictures) staged its high-speed 
Manhattan car chase in Liverpool’s Birkenhead Tunnel. The English 
regions have the architecture, the scale, the crew and the enthusiasm  
to help any production find their ideal location in England.

America
David Barron, Producer, Paramount 
Pictures’ Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit:

“Filming in Liverpool 
was a brilliant experience. 
Everybody made us 
welcome, we were able to 
do things with ease and a 
speed that is not generally 
possible in a big city.”

b  (top) Edgbaston 
campus, Birmingham

v  The art deco Keiller 
Parlour, Avebury 
Manor, Wiltshire

k  Stanley Docks, 
Liverpool ©Paul McMullin

©University of Birmingham

©National Trust Images, John Hammond



©Paul McMullin
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v Beaufort Bridge, 
 Liverpool

x  The New Room, 
John Wesley's 
Methodist Chapel, 
Bristol

x  (bottom) Gordale 
Scar Malham, 
Yorkshire

Liverpool was a historic port of departure for immigrants  
heading across the Atlantic and, much earlier, Plymouth was  
the final port of call for The Mayflower in 1620 as it made its 
historic voyage westward to the New World. Although relations 
got a little strained to say the least, England has always shared  
a special bond with the States and in Gloucester you’ll find  
a plaque to John Stafford Smith, the man who composed the  
tune to America’s National Anthem, The Star Spangled Banner  
(it was originally a tune for a drinking song). Highclere Castle in 
Hampshire captured the imaginations of millions of Americans  
as Downton Abbey. Even Winston Churchill was half American. 

www.VisitEngland.com/film

©Amanda Harman

©Phil Witcomb
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©Karen Guthrie

©Carl Hodgson©Jon Sparks

©Dave Coote

©VisitEngland, VisitEssex

h  The Love Shack 
cabin, Cumbria

v   Midland Hotel, 
Lancashire

j  (top) Hylands 
House, Essex

j  Foster House, a 
New England style 
clapboard House 
in Kent

k  The red brick 
streets of 
Manchester's 
Northern Quarter



Somerset’s Glastonbury Tor doubles  
as the entrance to a fantasy kingdom©Joe Daniel Price Photography

Other  
 worlds

England
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With the diversity of filming locations available throughout England,  
the world is now on your doorstep. This was quite literally the case for 
Columbia Pictures’ Casino Royale, which shot its Ugandan rebel camp  
at a country park just minutes from Pinewood Studios. Our woods,  
lakes, mountains and moors have been seen on screen in all guises  
from snowbound Eastern Europe to the enchanted world of Snow White. 
Whatever the scene, England’s history, geography and climate mean  
that our small island is likely to have the answer within easy reach. 

Landscapes of the 
World and Beyond

©Chris Hepburn

©VisitEngland, VisitBrighton

v  The futuristic curves  
of the Bullring shopping 
centre, Birmingham

k  Spinnaker Tower, 
Portsmouth

x  Brighton Pavilion, 
Brighton

©VisitEngland, Luke Rogers



Duncan Broadfoot, Location Manager,  
Snow White and the Huntsman (Roth Films)

“We were initially drawn to the Lake 
District in search of a cavernous cave.  
We found this in the Cathedral Quarry 
within its grand central chamber. 

But The Lakes also offered us a host  
of wonderful landscapes and vistas that 
were perfect for the film to help create 
the fairytale world.”

Lake District, Cumbria
©VisitEngland
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k  The magnificent 
Palladian Bridge at 
Prior Park Landscape 
Gardens, Bath

l  (bottom) Castle Crag, 
Cumbria

x  Alnwick Castle, 
Northumberland

x  (bottom) The crenellated 
gatehouse at 
Lanhydrock, Cornwall

©Graeme Peacock

©National Trust Images, Jerry Harpur

©VisitEngland, Bath Tourism Plus

©National Trust Images, Paul Harris

England is a country with a staggering 21 World Heritage Sites 
stretched across an incredible landscape. While England is distinct, 
its epic diversity can match any global location. Deeply wooded 
forests are found in the North and South; vast open expanses of 
green fields between every bustling metropolis; golden sandy 
beaches and turquoise waters fringing Cornwall; looming craggy 
mountain tops in the Lake District; a spectacular network of caves 
beneath the sublime Peak District; rural idylls in the Cotswolds and 
even a desert landscape in Dungeness. England is an enormous 
set providing and staggering diversity and vivid glimpses 
through time.

www.VisitEngland.com/film
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h   The Japanese 
Garden at Tatton 
Park, Cheshire

v  (far left) 
Nottingham Castle 
sits on a network of 
sandstone caves

v  Wasdale, Cumbria

j  (top) Bedruthan 
Steps, Cornwall

j  The Lost Gardens  
of Heligan, 
Cornwall

k  The enchanted 
forest of 
Puzzlewood  
in the Forest  
of Dean, South 
Gloucestershire

©VisitEngland, Marketing Cheshire

©VisitEngland, Diana Jarvis ©Simon Warner

©Creative England

©The Lost Gardens of Heligan, Cornwall

©Creative England
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Head to visitenglandimages.com for a free image and 
media library for promoting tourism in England, stocked 
with inspiring scenes from the country’s landscapes, 
attractions, experiences, people and events.

Designed by Peter and Paul
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Within the English regions you’ll find the facilities, 
crew, infrastructure and locations to match every 
ambition. Better yet, with Creative England’s expert 
team, bespoke databases and network of contacts, 
they are all just one phone call away. 

 “Creative England is an essential part of the process 
when filming outside of London and, as ever, their guidance 
and support for A Little Chaos proved invaluable. It is critical  
for production companies to have a central source of information 
and an affiliated body that can represent the various regional 
authorities, all of which are required to liaise on the  
production process.”
Jonah Coombes, Location Manager on Artemis Films’ A Little Chaos.

Open for business

Visit Creative England's National Locations  
database on our website to explore more  
locations across England.

For more information about filming in the English 
regions and how we might be able to assist,  
please contact:

Email: production@creativeengland.co.uk
Call: +44 (0) 208 324 2311
Follow us on Twitter: @CEnglandProdn

www.creativeengland.co.uk/production
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